Human seminal plasma allergy and successful pregnancy.
Human seminal plasma allergy in women is an uncommon phenomenon. A great variety of reactions ranging from local swelling to generalized systemic reactions have been described, and local symptoms have often been misdiagnosed as chronic vulvovaginitis. Sperm barriers, such as condoms, are the most widely advocated method for avoiding these reactions; however this is not acceptable to couples who wish to have children. We present a case of a woman with human seminal plasma allergy who became pregnant after a fourth cycle of artificial insemination. Sodium dodecyl sulfate polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis immunoblotting showing an IgE binding band at 28kDa in the husband's seminal fluid identified the culprit allergen. Artificial insemination is an effective way to achieve a pregnancy in patients with seminal plasma allergy.